Town of ______________ Selectboard
Motion to Call a Special Town Election Pursuant to S.3181
MOTION: Move by _______________, seconded by _______________:
WHEREAS, on August 25, 2026, the Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts signed Senate Bill No. 3181, “An Act providing equal opportunity for residents to vote on establishment of the Great River Regional School District” (“S.3181” or “the Act”), which is now law;
WHEREAS, the Act requires that the Town of _[Your Town]_____________ place on the ballot, at the first annual or special town election held after the Act’s effective date, the question of accepting the establishment of the Great River Regional School District;
WHEREAS, the Six Town Regionalization Planning Board has recommended that the towns of Bernardston, Gill, Leyden, Montague, Northfield, and Warwick hold this vote on a single, coordinated date - Tuesday, October 6, 2026  the same date already scheduled for the Franklin County Technical School district’s special election, with polling hours of 12:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., in order to avoid voter confusion and reduce administrative burden on the Town Clerk;
WHEREAS, the Town’s Selectboard, holds the authority to call a special town election and to set its date, hours, and location;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT MOVED that the Selectboard of the Town of _[Your Town]______ hereby calls a Special Town Election to be held on Tuesday, October 6, 2026, with polling hours of 12:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., for the purpose of submitting to the voters the question of accepting the establishment of the Great River Regional School District, in accordance Special Legislation S.3181 “An Act Providing Equal Opportunity For Residents To Vote On Establishment Of The Great River Regional School District,” enacted on August 25, 2026.
BE IT FURTHER MOVED that the Board directs and authorizes the Town Clerk, in consultation with town counsel, to prepare the official warrant and notice of election - including the ballot question language required by S.3181 and to take all other steps necessary to post, notice, and administer said election in accordance with law; and
BE IT FURTHER MOVED that the Selectboard is authorized to sign the warrant for said election.
VOTE: _____ in favor  —  _____ opposed  —  _____ abstaining  (roll call vote recorded by Clerk)

