








Notes on Articles for Town Meeting Consideration 

Article 1 is not an actionable item so seeks your approval to receive an up-to-date report from 

the Six Town Planning Board. They are working on a proposal to merge three school districts—

Warwick, Pioneer (our former district), and Gill-Montague. You will be asked to give unanimous 

consent, or alternatively vote, to allow a very brief presentation on the matter that is expected to 

be put to a vote in November. 

Article 2 proposes an amendment to the foundational charter document of our regional Council 

of Governments FRCOG). Warwick is a member and the council was formed as a successor to 

Franklin County government when counties were eliminated in Massachusetts. The amendment 

is primarily housekeeping, meant to modernize and timeproof the charter. A COG representative 

will be present to answer any questions. 

Article 3 asks the town meeting to accept the reports of the committees, boards, and officers for 

Fiscal Year 2024, which ended on June 30, 2024. These are the reports included in the printed 

town report. 

Article 4 seeks authorization for the Selectboard to apply for and expend grant funds. Grants 

function as gifts and often come with conditions. This article gives the Selectboard the authority 

to accept and use these funds in accordance with the grantor terms. 

Article 5 is a routine authorization that supports small-town governance. It allows for the 

practical functioning of boards without the necessity of hiring external professionals. Though 

this article has been passed in prior years, an explanation remains useful for context. 

Article 6 addresses a legal restriction in state ethics law that prevents individuals from holding 

multiple appointed positions. Exceptions exist for very small towns like ours. The Selectboard 

may issue such exemptions—except for themselves. In the case of the Selectboard, the 

exemption must come from a vote of Town Meeting. 

Article 7 is related to Article 6 and establishes boundaries / terms for any employment by 

Selectboard members under that exemption. Although setting these terms is usually a 

Selectboard responsibility, the town meeting (TM) must do so when the matter pertains to 

Selectboard members themselves. 

Article 8 concerns the town’s revolving funds, which are used for programs that generate 

revenue and allow spending up to a town-meeting-set ceiling. These funds cannot run into 

deficit. On the other hand even if funds are collected expenditure must be no more than the 

ceiling so it’s critical that their caps are high enough to allow expenditures once the revenue is 

collected. This year, caps are being raised for the senior lunch program (from $12,000 to 

$20,000), and solar and renewable energy (from $50,000 to $100,000). It's important to 

remember that revolving fund expenditures do not affect the tax levy—they are supported by 

their own revenues. 



Article 9 presents the general operating budget for Fiscal Year 2026, which begins on July 1. 

Unlike special money articles for projects, any money not spent during the fiscal year goes back 

into the pot and becomes part of the town’s certified free cash. 

Articles 10 and 11 pertain to enterprise funds, which are self-contained business entities within 

the town budget. Warwick uses these for the solid waste transfer station and Warwick 

Broadband. Enterprise funds operate like municipal businesses with their own revenues and 

expenses. The transfer station currently runs at a predictable loss, and we are proposing to fund 

the expected $15,000 shortfall now rather than retroactively. 

Article 12 funds the capital improvement account for the Warwick Community School. A 

decade ago, we appropriated just $15,000 annually while the building was newer. Now that the 

facility is over 25 years old, maintenance needs are growing. The account currently holds about 

$35,000, and this article will help ensure we can handle major repairs without calling a special 

town meeting or dipping into reserves. 

Articles 13, 14, and 15 distribute the costs of recurring but infrequent obligations across 

multiple years. These include the triennial property revaluation, biennial landfill monitoring, and 

a town audit conducted every three years. Spreading the costs annually helps avoid spikes in any 

single year. 

Article 16 provides funding for the household hazardous waste collection, which is matched by a 

grant from the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection, effectively doubling the 

program’s impact. 

Article 17 supports the town’s afterschool and summer programming for children. We have 

relatively few children in our town contrasted with the adult population. This funding ensures we 

offer above-average educational and social opportunities for children and their parents. Though 

originally funded with federal COVID relief and Economic Recovery grants, this is not the first 

time local tax dollars have been granted for the activities. 

Article 18 seeks authorization to pay overdue electricity bills that were unintentionally 

overlooked. The town buys net metering credits at a 25% discount, and while the credits have 

been received, the bills need to be paid using existing departmental funds. This article requires a 

90% supermajority, as it authorizes retroactive payments for Town Hall and school electricity. 

Article 19 proposes paying off the electric Kia school bus early which we acquired with an 

enabling vote to borrow, rather than spreading payments over four or five years. 

Article 20 funds the annual fee to the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection 

for monitoring groundwater pollution at the former McKnight property on Wendell Road. The 

town took ownership of this property through tax title and did not cause the pollution, but under 

state law, we are responsible for monitoring and mitigating it. Fortunately, we have received help 

from the Franklin Regional Council of Government Planning Department, MA DEP and the U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency in conducting site assessments. The town is an innocent party 

having taken this property for unpaid taxes and with no anticipatory reuse. This contrasts with 



normal environmental law that says if there's pollution on your land whether you caused it or not, 

you own it. 

Article 21 proposes that the town adopt the Specialized Energy Code as part of its building code. 

This code applies only to new construction and does not affect accessory dwelling units (ADUs) 

or all-electric homes, which are typically less expensive to build. For new homes that include 

fuel-burning appliances and are located on sunny sites, the code requires the installation of solar 

panels and pre-wiring for future electric appliances. However, it cannot mandate the orientation 

or placement of the home to make this requirement feasible. The typical pre-incentive cost of a 

solar PV installation is about $16,000, with further reductions available through tax credits and 

rebates. Electric appliances also have rebates. We are considering adopting this code to be 

eligible for grants that will pay for solar systems on the school and Fire Station. These solar 

systems will pay to heat and cool the buildings by reducing or eliminating the electric bill. 

Article 22 gives the Selectboard the authority to commit the town to a 2050 goal of eliminating 

fossil fuel use in municipal buildings and vehicles. It establishes a hierarchy for vehicle 

purchases: if a suitable electric vehicle is available, it must be purchased; if not, a plug-in hybrid 

should be considered; and if neither is viable, other options may be explored. 

Articles 23, 24, and 25 concern the First Parish Meetinghouse, known to many as the Unitarian 

Church. Article 23 asks whether the town will accept the gift of this historic building. The 

nonprofit board offering the gift also holds financial investments and a parcel of land on 

Hastings Pond Road. If accepted, proceeds from timber sales or land disposition would be 

restricted to maintaining the meetinghouse. The building stands on the town common and houses 

the town clock. Accepting the property now—while there is a willing and organized board—

could prevent future deterioration and costly demolition. 

Finally, Article 26 asks whether the town wants to impose a local tax on short-term rentals, such 

as Airbnb and VRBO. Warwick is currently the only town in Franklin County, which is not 

doing so. The tax is collected by the state Department of Revenue, which then distributes the 

proceeds to the town. Though revenues may be modest, they are effectively "found money" with 

no administrative burden. 

 

 

 


